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Lay Director’s Note

“You need to persevere so that when you have 
done the will of God, you will receive what he has 
promised.” 
– Hebrews 10:36

     Perseverance is important in the life of every 
Christian.  Each of us go through many seasons 
that challenge our faith, our ministry, and our 
energy to serve Christ.  And, because every 
gathering of Christians; churches, small groups, 
and Emmaus Communities are made up of 
Christians – they too go through seasons that call 
for the perseverance of their members through 
times that test our resolve and commitment.
     Our Peninsula Rainbow Emmaus Community is 
in just such a season, one that will require much 
from each member of this Community to 
persevere.  Of course, I am talking about the 
recent cancellation of the spring 2010 Men’s walk 
due to not having enough pilgrims to go forward.
     Your Board has agonized over this decision and 
also over what the contributing factors might be.
We have talked about finances as a possible issue, 
the walk being earlier than normal, a continuing 
decline if Community involvement in our activities, 
and burnout by those that are continually 
sponsoring pilgrims for walks.  While there are 
surely validity to these and many others factors, 
the fact remains that in a Community the size of 
ours, numbering approximately 1500 members, 
even though some of those come and go we 
should not be struggling for pilgrims.
     As I write this article, the spring Women’s walk, 
even though there are 17-days left until the 
application deadline, is in jeopardy of not going 
forward for lack of pilgrims as well.
     So what is the reason for our declining pilgrim 
count over the last several years?  Yes, even 
though this is the first time our Community has 
cancelled a walk, the truth is that the pilgrim counts 
have been declining for about the last three years.
     One thing is sure; we are definitely in a season 
as a Community that calls for our perseverance.
We all came to be members of this Community for 
different reasons, but we all know the potential 
effect the Walk experience can have on the 
pilgrims and more importantly, on our churches.

     The PR Emmaus Board, which is elected to 
represent and serve this Community, can discuss 
this issue for the remainder of the year and may 
never come to and effective resolution, because 
we are only guessing at what the real issues 
affecting the sponsorship of pilgrims are. So, what 
we need is honest feedback from the Community 
as to why you think we are going through this 
season.
     Back in December of last year, we deployed a 
survey to gather information on Gatherings, which 
was fairly successful in getting Community 
feedback that the Board is considering.  We are 
planning to do the same with this issue of low 
sponsorship from the Community.  I would ask that 
everyone would prayerfully consider participating in 
this survey and giving the Board some honest 
feedback on this issue.
     If anyone feels that they would rather give direct 
feedback, they can contact myself directly or our 
Community Spiritual Director Dan Elmore and 
share your thoughts.  If you choose this method for 
feedback, I will promise that we will give the 
feedback proper consideration and keep the 
source confidential unless you give us your 
permission to share your name.
     Please continue to pray for the spring Women’s 
Walk, which is now PR61, and also pray about 
sponsoring women for this walk.
     We WILL persevere through this season.  We 
have no choice because, “Christ is counting on 
us!”  Let us continue to lean on Him for strength, 
and continue to pray for the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit as we work through the challenges that lay 
ahead. Also, please remember your PRE Board in 
your prayers.  They serve this Community with love 
and, right now, their hearts are heavy at having to 
make this tough decision, even though it is the right 
decision to make.

De Colores!
Fred Salanitro, PR43



Spiritual Director’s Notes

For some strange reason, this week 

I was thinking about the first lunar landing 

on July 20, 1969.  I was just beginning my 

time as a respiratory therapist at what was 

then Memorial Hospital in Danville and I 

was giving an IPPB treatment on the third 

floor when the module landed on the moon.  

I was at work when the magic moment 

came for man to walk on the lunar surface.

One of the most amazing things 

about the trip to the moon is that it was 

done with such primitive, it seems in 

retrospect, tools.  Consider only one 

example: computers.  For those of us who 

are old enough to remember how it was in 

1969, it is an oversimplification to say that 

computers were in their infancy.  It is more 

accurate to say that computers were 

basically a non-factor in everyday life.  

Today we have powerful computers 

everywhere we look, from our telephones to 

our desktops to our microwaves, but in that 

faraway time, computers had not advanced 

very far.

I remember doing calculations in the 

Pulmonary Function Laboratory at the 

hospital with a slide rule during this time 

period.  We did not have calculators much 

less computers.  When you did have a 

computer, it was huge and isolated in a 

freezing room.  As late as 1985, I worked 

with a computer at the library at Baylor 

University that had disk drives that were as 

large as a desk top and that had less 

memory than I have in the computer on

which I am typing this essay.  When Apollo 

went to the moon, personal computers were 

but a dream.

What this means is that the ancient 

dream of putting a man on the moon was 

accomplished without the tools that we take 

for granted today.  It was accomplished 

through hard work and through the 

fulfillment of dreams.  If we proposed 

undertaking a mission even one-tenth as 

daring today with the tools available in 

1969, we would be laughed out of the 

building.

What does this mean for the church?  

We assume that every piece of the puzzle 

must be in place before we even try to 

accomplish our dream.  We do not venture 

out of the gate if there is the slightest 

chance that we might fail.  We need to 

understand that God gives the vision to the 

one who is willing to take chances, to the 

one who is willing to work with what is 

available.  God is most often in the 

impossible; we do not need him for the 

possible.  If we already have all the 

computers and all the gadgets and all the 

money, do we need God?  Perhaps he is 

waiting for us to use our faith.

Dr. Clyde DeLoach

Assistant Spiritual Director



Gatherings Chair

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Thanks to all of you who have responded to 
the request for gatherings for this coming 
year; we are scheduled through August!! I 
am still scheduling churches for the 
September and November gatherings; 
October will be the candlelights for the 
walks. Please contact me directly to host 
one of those gatherings.

The March Gathering will be held at 1st Fox 
Hill UMC in Hampton on March 20 at 7 p.m.

The address is listed as 1 Salt Pond, 
Hampton, VA 23664. The church is on the 
corner of Fox Hill Road and Old Buckroe 
Road. Here’s the MapQuest location:

http://www.mapquest.com/maps?city=Hamp
ton&state=VA&address=1+Salt+Pond+Rd&
zipcode=23664-
1708&country=US&latitude=37.05895&longi
tude=-76.300369&geocode=ADDRESS

Next month’s gathering is the candlelight for 
the women’s walk and will be held at the 
same location on April 10 at 7 p.m.

R. Shaun Smith

Registrar’s report

The application deadline for PR62 is March 
8!  So, if you have someone in mind for this 
women’s walk, get me those applications 
quickly!  
  
I have already started a list for PR63 and 
PR64!  It’s never too late to send those 
pilgrim applications in.  Wouldn’t be 
wonderful to fill Holy Family to overflowing 
this fall?

Why is there a 30-day pilgrim application 
deadline?  There is a lot happening in the 
30 days prior to a walk.  I have to assemble 
the pilgrim roster and track the payments 

that have been made towards pilgrim fees.  
To that end I have to contact the sponsors 
to remind them when they still owe fees.  I 
have to send out welcome letters to the 
pilgrims and sponsors -- early enough so 
that the pilgrims can make arrangements for 
their families and jobs.  The Lay Director 
and Cadre need to have the roster so that 
they have time to pray about table 
assignments, room assignments, walk 
partners and get all those wonderful name 
tags and personalized door signs made.  
The sponsor needs the time to gather 
personal agape letters and make 
arrangements to assist the pilgrim’s family, 
if need be.  AND…You, the community,
need the time to get your AGAPE’ done!  All 
this in 30 days!!!!  It’s always amazing to me 
when it happens…but then again…we serve 
an Amazing GOD!!!  

I pray that each of you find Amazing Joy in 
the Lord we serve.

De Colores!
Doe Breen, PR24

Music Chair  

Music, once admitted to the soul, becomes 
a sort of spirit, and never dies.  Music is one 
of the ways that we praise our Lord and 
Savior in our Emmaus Community. If you 
have a song you would like to hear at our 
gatherings, feel free to email me with the 
information and I will see about adding it in 
one of the gatherings.

We are always looking for musicians and 
singers. If you are interested or have any 
questions, just drop me an email.

Thanks,
Chris Harbeck



PRE Board of Directors

Community Lay Director
Fred Salanitro  757-488-2917
freddolfan@aol.com

Community Spiritual Director
Dan Elmore…757- 240-5508
hokierev@gmail.com

Asst. Community Lay Director
Harriette Suggs…757-488-1961
hsuggs@cox.net

Secretary
Virginia Leftwich…240-5714
Gelvt64@aol.com

Treasurer
Rodney Moore…757-224-6285
rtmm@cox.net

Community Support Chair
Sara Price…757-595-6255
pigs4sp@aol.com

Agape Chair
Steve Rowe … 539-4198
Asr2499@gmail.com

Gatherings Chair
Shaun Smith…
RShaunSmith@verizon.net

Fourth Day Chair
Kathryn Budzik…327-0779
KBudzikslp@aol.com

Team Selection Chair
Bruce Burroughs…757-851-6512
bbburroughs@cox.net

Supplies Chair
Lynn Landrum … 850-3398
Lynnlandrum53@yahoo.com

Registrar 
Doe Breen…804-642-0933
preregistrar@yahoo.com

Reunion Groups Chair
George Morris … 508-2516
gamorrisiii@gmail.com

Music Chair
Chris Harbeck
cjaxeman@yahoo.com

Newsletter Editor
Jim Manner…757-376-3612
luke19v10@gmail.com

Spiritual Director
Ed Merry… 874-5086  
ed-merry@cox.net

Spiritual Director
Clyde Deloatch … 930-0945
pastor@christumcnn.com
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Aldersgate Heartwarmers – Contact: Rick Jacobson dosgstars@erol.com
Meets 1st Tuesday @ 7 p.m.; Aldersgate UMC

Babe Chicks – Contact: Debi McNichol, 761-0648, justdlm@hotmail.com
Meets 3rd Saturday each month 8 a.m.; Panera Bread Coliseum Dr., Hampton

Beautiful Feet – Contact: Dave Hirlinger, hirlinger_dave@tqiinc.com
Meets last Saturday of each month 9 a.m.; North Hampton Presbyterian Church

Bellamy UMC – Contact: Martin & Teri Walker, g3walker@nfx.net; Meets 1st & 3rd Friday of month @ 7:30 p.m.

Bethany UMC – Contact: Doe Breen, 804-642-0933, doeann7481@yahoo.com
First 3 Thursdays of every month from 6:30-7:30 p.m..; Bethany UMC Gloucester Point

Faithful Frogs – Contact: Linda Trier, 757-562-7925, raakkulia1@aol.com
2nd and 4th Thursday at 6 p.m., Grace Memorial UMC, 31036 Peachtree St., Sedley

First Sunday @ Five – Contact: Rodney Moore, 224-0431; Meets 1st Sunday @ 5 p.m.

Gloucester Presbyterian Church – Contact: Barbara Coulson, 804-693-8502; Meets every Wednesday at  noon

Harbor Lights Reunion Group – Contact: Tracy Cole, 757-850-1959, dan_tracy99@yahoo.com
Last Sunday of every month at 1 p.m., Anna's Restaurant, 1979 East Pembroke Ave., Hampton

Helping Hands – Contact: Lori Irwin, 393-1161, lirwin@sigfin.com
Meets every Wednesday @ 7, Magnolia UMC/Suffolk; Women’s group/bible study & agape

Kilmarnock UMC/Men’s Group – Contact: Jay Siddons, jaysiddons@hotmail.com
Meets @ Sundays @ 8 a.m., Lee’s Restaurant 

Light of Christ – Contact: Michael Uenking, 864-6954, michael.d.uenking@nasa.gov
Meets every Friday at noon;  NASA

Not I But Christ Reunion Group – Contact: George Morris, 757-508-2516, notibutchristreuniongroup@gmail.com
3rd Saturday at 5 p.m.; Various Houses for Dinner around Newport News

Online for Christ – Contact: Star Lester (804) 824-4301, starider52@aol.com
Meets 3rd Sunday @ 8 p.m.; online

Parkview Starlights – Contact: Sara Price, 595-6255,  pigs4sp@aol.com
Meets 3rd Tuesday of month; Parkview UMC

Pass It On – Contact: Connie Schubert, 986-3279; Meets 2nd Saturday @ 7 p.m., Magnolia UMC/Suffolk

Reunion Group – Contact: Mary Linda Womack, 766-0885, chefette@cox.net
Meets once or twice monthly @ The Womack’s home

ROW (Remember Our Walk) – Contact: Shaun Smith, 757-408-5433, RShaunSmith@verizon.net
3rd Monday at 7 p.m., Wesley UMC, 2510 N. Armistead Ave., Hampton

Warwick Memorial UMC – Contact: Fred Townsend, 877-7916, ftgolf@aol.com
Meets 3rd Thursday each month at different homes

If you do not see your reunion group or need to change any info please call George Morris @ 508-2516
De Colores – Group Reunion Chair

PENINSULA RAINBOW REUNION GROUPS
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